

		
		

		
			
				
					
						
					
					
				

				
						Podcasts
	Freakonomics Radio
	No Stupid Questions
	People I (Mostly) Admire
	The Economics of Everyday Things
	The Freakonomics Radio Book Club
	Special Series
	Older Shows
	Recommendations



	Membership
	On the Radio
	Books
	Shop
	About
	The Hosts
	The Team
	How to Listen
	FAQ
	JOBS



	Blog
	Contact
	 Search



				
			

		

		

		
			Search the Site

			
			
		


		
		
			
				

				

	
				
			
		

		
					Follow this show
			
				Follow on

				Apple Podcasts

Amazon Music

Spotify

Google Podcasts

YouTube			

			

	
		
		Are You Caught in a Social Media Trap?

		Economists have discovered an odd phenomenon: many people who use social media (even you, maybe?) wish it didnâ€™t exist. But that doesnâ€™t mean they can escape.
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		Houseplants

		Interest in houseplants has exploded in recent years. But what causes floral trends, and prices, to grow? Zachary Crockett sows a few seeds.
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		Do You Need a Routine?

		Would you be more adventurous if you had more structure? Do you multitask while brushing your teeth? And what would Mikeâ€™s perfect brother Peter do?
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		How to Have Great Conversations

		The Power of Habit author Charles Duhigg wrote his new book in an attempt to learn how to communicate better. Steve shares how the book helped him understand his own conversational weaknesses.
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				Introducing the Freakonomics Radio Plus membership program! Sign up to get weekly member-only episodes from Freakonomics Radio. Plus, you'll get every Freakonomics Radio Network show without ads.
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					What Is Sportswashing â€” and Does It Work? (Update)

					In ancient Rome, it was bread and circuses. Today, itâ€™s a World Cup, an Olympics, and a new Saudi-backed golf league thatâ€™s challenging the PGA Tour. Can a sporting event really repair a countryâ€™s reputation â€” or will it trigger the dreaded Streisand Effect? Also: why the major U.S. sports leagues are warming up to the idea of foreign investment.
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					Bowling Alleys (Replay)

					Once Americaâ€™s favorite recreational activity, bowling has been in the gutter for decades. But some surviving alleys are resetting the pins. Zachary Crockett laces up.
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					Do You Need Closure?

					Whatâ€™s the best way to carry out random acts of kindness? Whatâ€™s wrong with making an â€œIrish exitâ€�? And why is Mike secretly buying lottery tickets?
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					Water, Water Everywhere â€”  But You Have to Stop and Think

					What surprises lurk in our sewage? How did racist city planners end up saving Black lives? Why does Arizona grow hay for cows in Saudi Arabia? Three strange stories about the most fundamental substance we all take for granted.
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How to Listen




You want to listen to Freakonomics Radio? Thatâ€™s great! Most people use a podcast app on their smartphone. Itâ€™s free (with the purchase of a phone, of course). Looking for more guidance? Weâ€™ve got you covered.
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